HALSTEAD  URBAN  ' D"  I S T R I C T 

' REPORT  OF  T-HE  -HEDrCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

J.S.  RANSOM  ’OR.C.S.  , #L.  R . C . P . , D . P . H. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  # 1946. 

SECTION  A - Statistics  and  Social'  Conditions-  of'  the,  area. 


Area  in  acres v.  v.  . . ^ . ■ 1172 

Population  (Registrar's  Estimate')  Y.V.V.  \ *.  •.  v. . .• 6215 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  *o’f*  '19*46')'  ••••••••• 

according  to  the  Rate  Books.... . 1912 

Rateable  Value £28,310 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £106.  lo  ■ 2. 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics:- 


Live  births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


To ta  l^ Ra-l-e-..  .....  F.ejm.ale  .. 

°7  48  39 

6 4 2 


Still  births . . . . . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  ‘of  the  estimated  resident  population... 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live'  and  still)  births 

Deaths  (Registrar.  General’ s estimate.) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population • 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : - 

Total  deaths..* . 


14.9  • 
6c  • 6 
71 

11.-2 

1 


Deaths  of  all  ’infants  per  1,000  live  births.  10.7 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants -per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 11.4 


Deaths  of  illegitimate  inf  ants  per  ' 1 , 000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  cancer  *(  all'  ages  ) • 

Deaths  from’  Rhoopiffg*  Cbilg-b  •(•a-l-l-  a,g.e.s. . . . 

Deaths  from  We'a’s l'e’s’  '( *a  1*1*  -ages )• 


9 

0 

C 


Deaths  from  'Diarrhoea  •(•  under  .two  . y<sars)t 


1 


1 


Deaths  at  the  various  age  groups,  1946 
(Registered  and  Transferred) 


Age  G-roup. 


Number  of  Deaths. 
Registered*  Transferred. 


Under  1 year 1 0 

1 and  under  2 years 1 0 

2 and  under  5 years 0 0 

5 and  under  15  years.’ ' ........ 0--  1 

15  and  under  25  years....... 2 0 

25  -and.  under  35.  years O'  0 

35 -and.  under  45  years 2 0 

45  and.  under  55  years 3 2 

55  and  under  65  years 6 4 

65  and  under  75  years...... 21  3 

75  and  upwards 21  _4 

SECTION  B.-  -Health -Services  .of  the  Area. 

A.  'Public  Health  Officers 


(1)  J.S.  Ranson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

• • Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  W.A.  Nicholson,  M.I.M.C.E.  (Prom  January  to  March). 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

(3)  S.N.  Pyecroft,  M.I.M.C.E,,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.S.E. 

*•••■■  (Prom  March  to  December) . 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


B.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services  during  the 
’ year:- ... 

(1)  Laboratory  Services. 

(2)  Ambulance  Services. 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

(4)  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. 

(5)  Hospitals. 

SECTION 'C  - Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


Inspections  made  during  the  year  1946. 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  re-inspections 359 

Nuisances  detected. 82 


Water  closets  repaired.  25 

Dustbins  renewed 120 


Other  nuisances  abated 


Nil 


Informal  notices  served.. 41 

Statutory  notices  served.  18 


28 


Informal  notices  complied  with. 
Statutory  notices  complied  with 


2 


29 


Water  Supply. 


One . sample  taken  at- the  Council's  Pumping  Station  in  Parsonage 
' Street* and  another  at  Head  Street  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  bacteriological  examination.  These  showed  that  the 
water  was  pure  and  wholesome. 

Pain  water  was  supplied  direct  to  1896  dwelling  houses  with  an 
estimated  population  of*  6180,  and  by  standpipes  to  16  houses  with 
an'  estimated  population  of  40. 

Drainage  & Sewerage.  ■ • • • • 

No  new  works  or  extensions  of  consequence  were  carried  out  on 
the  sewerage . system. •• -The ' disposal  works  continued  to  produce  a 
'rdther ‘unsatisfactory  effluent.  During  the  year  two  sludge  beds 
were  re-made,  and  repairs  were  completed  on  the  sprinklers  of  two  of 
the  three.  .fi.it.ens-,-  • • • -•••••■ 


SECTION  D - Housing. 

The  list  of  applicants  at  the  present  time,  shows  that  there 

are  116  applicants  without  homes  of  their  own  and  85  applicants  with 
homes  of  their  own.  The  majority  of  the  latter  are  housed  in  poor 
types  of  .property*  -whi-ch  'Should  be  reconstructed  or  condemned. 

Although  it  may  be  stated  that  any  home  is  better  than  none,  some  of 
these  applicants  live  in  houses  that  are  so  bad  that  they  cannot  be 
rendered  reasonably  fit  and  that  their  occupation  is  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  tenants.  Applicants  living  in  this  type  of  house 
should  receive  priority  more- especially  so  if  there  are  young  children 
in  the  family.  The  houses  thus  vacated  should  be  condemned  and 
demolished.  This,  .applies  to  the  worst  type  of  property.  There  are, 
also,  a considerable  number  of  houses  in  the  town  which  do  not  in  all 
respects  come  up  to  modern  requirements,  and  must,  someday,  be 
reconstructed.  No  real  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of  housing 
can  be  made  until  such  work  is  put  in  hand.  Areas  such  as  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Trinity  Square  must.  It  seems,  be  dealt  with  as  Clearance 
Areas,  unless  sp me  industry  is  directed  to  the  town,  it  seems  probable 
that  the  population  is  hardly  likely  to  increase,  If  so  it  is  more 
important  to  remodel  the  older  and  central  parts  of  the  town  than  to 
build  on  the  outskirts. 

On  going  .through  list  of  tenants  for  selection  for  Council 
Houses,  it  is  invariably  found  that  a number  of  applicants  no  longer 
require  a housp,  but  have  neglected  to  cancel  their  form  of  applica- 
tion. This  means  that  the  total  number  of  application  forms  does 
not  represent  the  total  number  of  houses  required. 

It  seems,  .that  approximately  100  to  130  houses  are  required  at 
the  present  time  to  house  applicants  and  that  these  applicants,  when 
rehoused,  will  v.aeate  46  houses  that  can  be  graded  as  poor  or  bad. 

Of  these  : 4*6  houses,  it  is  doubtful  whether  half  of  them  will  be 
suitable  for  reconstruction.  That  is  to  say  that  23  when  rendered 
fit  would  be  suitable  for  small  families, 

In  the  event  of  any  parts  of  the  town  being  dealt  with  under  the 
Clearance  Areas,  additional  new  houses  would  be  required  to  rehouse 
the  tenants  of  the  houses  in  the  areas  concerned. 

Inspection  of  Dwell in £ Houses  during  the  Year. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects.. 75 


Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 172 

Number  of  dwell ing§ found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation • 4 


- 3 - 


57 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  "be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers 40 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Statutory 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs ....17 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made ' _ 1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made.. Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  made  fit ’ Nil 

Overcrowding. 

•One  case  of  overcrowding  was  brought  to  the  Council's  notice 

during  the  year  and  this  was  abated. 

SECTION  E - Inspection  and  Supervision  of  food.- 

The  following  food  supplies  have  been  surrendered  and  condemned 

during  the  year:- 


Cheese 

26 

7 

boxes 

lbs. 

Milk 

99 

tins 

Beans 

12 

li 

tins 

cwts. 

Peas 

12 

tins. 

Meat 

10  ;lb  S . 

Fish 

24 

tins. 

Sugar 

6 

lbs. 

Bread 

150 

lbs . 

Miscellaneous 

Sauces,  Picklee-  3 tins. 

Fislv  Paste^etc.  - 7 bottles. 

The  meat  supply  continues  to  be  delivered  from  regional 
slaughterhouses  in  Ministry  of  Transport  vehicles.  Following 
representations  by  the  Council  a considerable  improvement  in 
conditions  .was  evident  and  this  has  been,  on  the  whole,  maintained. 

SECTION  F - Prevalence  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 


‘The  year:  .1.946  has  been  conspicuous  for  the  scarcity  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases-  Cases  of  tuberculosis  only  have  occurred 
at  the  usual  rate.  No  case 'of  diphtheria  was  notified  and  only  one 
case  of  scarlet  fever.  The  incidence ’of  measles  (8  cases)  and 
whooping  cough  (1  case)  has  been  particularly  low. 


- 4 - 


It  is  of  interest  to  report  that  since  diphtheria 
immunisation  was  started  in  1939?  four  cases  of  this  disease  only 
have  "been  notified  and  that  they  were  children  in  one  family. 


Total  cases 

notified. 


Measles.  8 
Whooping  Cough.  1 
Scarlet  Fever.  1 
Diphtheria.  0 
Erysipelas.  1 


11 


Tuberculosis . 


Cases  notified:- 
Adults  - pumonary 


Cases  admitted  Total 

to  Hospital.  ~ Deaths 


1 


Nil 


Male  1 
Female  2 


Adults  - non- pul  mo  nary Male  1 

Female  0 

Children  - pulmonary. Male  1 

Female  0 

Children  - non-pulmonary .Male  1 

Female  0 


Deaths : - 


Adults  - pulmonary.  .Male  1 

Female  1 

Adults  - non-pulmonary Male  0 

Female  0 

Children 1 


Caaes  renotified  on  taking  up  residence  in  this  district.  Nil 

Deaths  of  persons  unnotified 1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  during  the  year. 

Very  few  parents  object  and  the  percentage  of  children  now 
immunised  is  very  high. 

SECTION  G - Factories.  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  the 
Factories  Act,  1937  as  no  nuisance  or  other  offence  was  discovered 


(signed)  J.  S.  RAMSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
11th  September,  1947* 


.Cv  J 

C 


